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INTRO
Cloud CMA

WHAT IS A CMA?

No two homes are identical, which is why choosing a sales price or offer price for a home can be
challenging. That’s where the comparable market analysis, or CMA, can be useful.

What is a CMA?
The CMA is a side-by-side comparison of homes for sale and homes that have recently sold in the same
neighborhood and price range. This information is further sorted by data fields such as single-family or
condo, number of bedrooms, number of baths, zip codes, and many other factors. Its purpose is to show
fair market value, based on what other buyers and sellers have determined through past sales, pending
sales and homes recently put on the market.

How is the CMA created?
CMAs are generated by a computer program supplied by your real estate agent’s multiple listing service
(MLS). The MLS is available to licensed members only, including brokers, salespeople, and appraisers,
who pay dues to gain access to the service’s public and proprietary data, including tax roll information,
sold transactions, and listings input by all cooperating MLS members.

Listing agents generate CMAs for their sellers, and buyer’s agents create them for their buyers so both
sides know what current market conditions are for the homes they’re interested in comparing.

How accurate are CMAs?
The CMA is a here-and-now snapshot of the market, based on the most recent data available, but it can
instantly be rendered obsolete by a new listing, or a change of status in a home with the same criteria.
Why? The market is constantly changing – new listings, pending sales, closed sales, price reductions,
and expired listings.

CMAs can vary widely, depending on the knowledge and skill of the person inputting the search
parameters to the software as well as the number and type of data fields that are chosen. That means
some features may not be included.

As informative as the CMA is, it should only be used as a tool and should not substitute for your real
estate professional’s knowledge and advice.
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INTRO

Download this report (PDF)

What's up with the bar code?
This QR code makes it easy for you to
download this report to your smart phone.

1. Make sure your phone can scan a QR
code with its camera. If you don't already
have one, you can try http://cloudcma.com/qr
on your phone's browser to download an
app, or do a Google search for the model of
your phone along with the term "QR reader".

2. Now use that app to scan the QR code
above.

Ira + Carol Serkes
Pacific Union/Christie's International

Address 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley
CA 94709

Mobile 510-684-3334
E-mail serkes@berkeleyhomes.com
Web http://www.berkeleyhomes.com
BRE number 00936453/01143916
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SHORT SALES AND FORECLOSURES

Distressed Property
Short sales and foreclosures are the result of homeowners in distress. A “short sale” simply means the
homeowner’s lender has given permission to the homeowner to sell the home for less than the remaining
balance of the loan.

To accomplish this, the seller must show the lender why they are in distress, such as job loss or illness,
or that home values have fallen to the point that the seller doesn’t have enough equity in the home to
break even or sell at a profit. If the seller can show means to continue paying the note, it’s unlikely the
bank will grant a short sale, but if it appears the seller is about to default, the bank may agree to a short
sale in order to minimize its losses.

The terms of the short sale allow the seller to walk away from the mortgage while avoiding foreclosure,
but the loss to the lender will be reflected in the seller’s credit report, possibly delaying their ability to
repurchase a home in the near future. At the least, the next lender will require more down or demand a
higher interest rate.

Foreclosure Proceedings
Once a homeowner defaults on mortgage payments, the bank begins foreclosure proceedings. The
homeowner has many chances to stop the sale by paying the amount owed, until the home is put into a
public auction. At that point, the homeowners loses all ability to retrieve the home. If the home does not
sell at auction, it’s taken back by the bank as an “REO” which stands for real estate owned. The home
then becomes an asset holding of the bank. REOs are managed by asset managers who are employed
or contracted by the bank. REOs are put on the open market, often with a real estate professional who
specializes in distressed sales. Foreclosures that are purchased this way typically are sold “as-is,” which
means the bank has no intention to make environmental or structural repairs. So, buyer beware. When a
buyer makes an offer on an REO, the asset manager decides whether or not to counter or accept, and
strives to get as close to or above the original loan amount as possible.

The Price of a Bargain
While short sales and foreclosures can be bargains to buyers, they don’t come without a price. Because
the lender is losing money on both short sales and foreclosures, the process to buy these homes takes
longer and offers no guarantees to buyers. The length of time they are on the market, deferred
maintenance, and stigma hurts surrounding home values, as much as 20 percent, according to the
National Association of REALTORS®. Buyers should know that building equity takes time, and that the
best home to own is the one you can comfortably afford.
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THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME

In a neighborhood of similar homes, why is one worth more than another? That’s the question that’s
teased buyers and sellers for ages, but the answer is simple.

Every home is different.
When a home is sold, a willing seller and a willing buyer have just announced to the world the value of
that home. From there, other similar homes are benchmarked, but other factors come into play. The most
important are:

Location - The closer a home is to jobs, parks, transportation, schools, and community services, the
more desirable it is.

Size - Square footage impacts home values because they’re built using more materials. Larger lot sizes
mean more privacy.

Number of bedrooms and baths - Over time, median homes have grown larger. Decades ago,
household members shared bedrooms and baths without complaint, but today, families want more
privacy. The median home purchased today is a three-bedroom, two-bath home.

Features and finishes - Features such as outdoor kitchens and spa baths make a home more luxurious.
A home finished with hardwood floors and granite countertops is going to cost more than a home with
carpet and laminate countertops.

Condition - The closer a home is to new construction, the more it will retain its value. It’s perceived as
more modern, up to date, and perhaps safer. Homes that are not updated or in poor repair sell for less.
It’s a good idea for homeowners to keep their homes updated and in top repair.

Curb appeal - From the street, the home looks clean, fresh, and inviting. Fresh landscaping and flowers
won’t change the size or location, but they certainly add charm.

When two homes are identical in the same neighborhood, a higher price may come down to something
as simple as views, or paint colors, or the overall taste of the homeowner.

Valuing a home will never be an exact science, but if you buy wisely, keep your home updated and in
good repair, you should recoup most if not all of your investment.
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MAP OF ALL LISTINGS

MLS # Status Address Price
0 Subject 1800 Solano Avenue, Berkeley, CA

40611961 S 1628 HOPKINS ST $470,000
40602525 S 910 CONTRA COSTA AVE $665,000
40593350 S 919 ENSENADA AVE $675,000
40615675 S 1191 SUTTER ST $684,500
40597091 S 2031 DEL NORTE ST $685,000
40608066 S 946 ARLINGTON AVE $715,000
40603497 S 1830 SAN LORENZO AVE $750,000
40605022 S 565 San Luis Road $755,000
40605760 S 778 CONTRA COSTA AVE $765,000
40601489 S 1316 MILVIA ST $800,000
40612764 S 644 VINCENTE AVE $805,000
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MLS # Status Address Price
40607978 S 1725 HOPKINS ST $812,000
40611004 S 1900 NAPA AVE $888,000
40595087 S 1951 Thousand Oaks Boulevard $925,000
40612768 S 1873 SAN RAMON AVE $966,000
40616178 S 1154 JOSEPHINE ST $1,010,000
40599700 S 915 FRESNO AVE $1,052,000
40601358 S 540 Colusa $1,060,000
40605310 S 1815 SONOMA AVE $1,120,000
40611230 S 511 SANTA BARBARA RD $1,250,000
40617878 S 22 SAN MATEO RD $1,325,000
40607507 S 1842 Thousand Oaks Blvd $1,400,000
40604179 S 1075 MARIPOSA AVE $1,480,000
40604360 S 1884 THOUSAND OAKS BLVD $1,500,000
40602895 S 2119 MARIN AVE $1,540,000
40602051 S 597 SANTA CLARA AVE $1,550,000
40616339 S 868 CONTRA COSTA AVE $1,640,860
40607586 S 1982 YOSEMITE RD $1,650,000
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SUMMARY OF COMPARABLE PROPERTIES

Sold Listings

Address Beds Baths SqFt List Price Sold Price Sold Date
1628 HOPKINS ST 1 1/0 928 $470,000 $470,000 Jun 27, 2013

910 CONTRA COSTA AVE 3 2/1 2,443 $510,000 $665,000 May 31,
2013

919 ENSENADA AVE 2 1/0 1,121 $675,000 $675,000 Jan 11, 2013
1191 SUTTER ST 2 2/0 1,444 $619,000 $684,500 Jul 9, 2013
2031 DEL NORTE ST 2 1/0 1,096 $649,000 $685,000 Feb 5, 2013
946 ARLINGTON AVE 3 1/1 2,452 $589,000 $715,000 Apr 29, 2013

1830 SAN LORENZO AVE 2 1/1 1,401 $685,000 $750,000 Mar 22,
2013

565 San Luis Road 3 2/0 1,632 $749,000 $755,000 Apr 2, 2013
778 CONTRA COSTA AVE 3 2/0 2,500 $685,000 $765,000 Apr 30, 2013
1316 MILVIA ST 2 1/0 1,286 $674,900 $800,000 Mar 7, 2013
644 VINCENTE AVE 2 2/0 1,078 $749,000 $805,000 Jun 20, 2013
1725 HOPKINS ST 2 1/0 1,146 $624,000 $812,000 May 7, 2013

1900 NAPA AVE 3 2/0 1,948 $750,000 $888,000 May 23,
2013

1951 Thousand Oaks
Boulevard 3 2/0 2,145 $1,000,000 $925,000 Jan 2, 2013

1873 SAN RAMON AVE 3 1/1 1,742 $699,000 $966,000 Jun 11, 2013
1154 JOSEPHINE ST 3 2/0 1,468 $849,000 $1,010,000 Jun 14, 2013

915 FRESNO AVE 3 1/0 1,719 $849,000 $1,052,000 Feb 26,
2013

540 Colusa 3 3/0 1,750 $895,000 $1,060,000 Mar 8, 2013
1815 SONOMA AVE 3 2/0 1,479 $895,000 $1,120,000 Apr 10, 2013
511 SANTA BARBARA RD 4 4/0 2,969 $1,200,000 $1,250,000 Jun 5, 2013
22 SAN MATEO RD 4 3/0 2,255 $1,098,000 $1,325,000 Jun 28, 2013
1842 Thousand Oaks Blvd 4 2/0 2,000 $1,195,000 $1,400,000 May 4, 2013
1075 MARIPOSA AVE 3 2/1 2,580 $1,295,000 $1,480,000 Apr 4, 2013
1884 THOUSAND OAKS
BLVD 4 2/1 2,515 $1,095,000 $1,500,000 Mar 20,

2013
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2119 MARIN AVE 4 2/1 2,502 $1,195,000 $1,540,000 Mar 11,
2013

597 SANTA CLARA AVE 5 4/1 4,844 $1,295,000 $1,550,000 Apr 5, 2013
868 CONTRA COSTA AVE 5 2/1 2,938 $1,275,000 $1,640,860 Jul 16, 2013

1982 YOSEMITE RD 3 4/0 3,182 $1,295,000 $1,650,000 May 24,
2013

Averages 2,020 $877,104 $1,033,513
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MLS #40611961

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$470,0001628 HOPKINS ST, Berkeley

Courtesy of THORNWALL PROPERTIES INC.LISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40611961 Beds: 1 Sq Ft: 928 Sold Date: Jun 27, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 1/0 Year Built: 1914 DOM: 32

FEATURES
Style: Craftsman; HOA: NOT LISTED; HOA Amenities: Other; Cooling: None; Heating:
Gas,Wall Furnace; Exterior: Stucco; Lot: Corner,Level; Yard: Deck(s),Patio; Roof: Other;
Water/Sewer: Sewer System - Public,Water - Public; Flooring: Hardwood Floors,Linoleum,Tile;
Garage: Off Street Parking,Space Per Unit - 1; Zoning: 1004; Pool: None; Stories: Two Story;
Fireplaces: 1; Complex: Not Listed; Virtual Tour: Link; Lotsize: 3413; Acres: 0.08;

REMARKS
Elegant, spacious, 1+ bdrm condo in well-maintained 4-unit bldg. 2 blocks from Monterey Market!
NEAR BART & King pool/tennis courts/park. Upper rear unit w/ amazing private deck + designated
parking spot & storage rm. True charm: built-ins, original details, LIGHT! Formal din. rm, eat-in
kitchen.

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
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LISTING PHOTOS

$470,0001628 HOPKINS ST, Berkeley
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MLS #40602525

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$665,000910 CONTRA COSTA AVE, Berkeley

Courtesy of Front Porch Realty GroupLISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40602525 Beds: 3 Sq Ft: 2,443 Sold Date: May 31, 2013
Status: Sold-Short Sale Baths: 2/1 Year Built: 1937 DOM: 1

FEATURES
Style: Traditional; Cooling: None; Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone; Exterior: Stucco,Wood Siding;
Lot: Down Slope; Yard: Back Yard; Roof: Composition Shingles; Water/Sewer: Water - Public;
Flooring: Hardwood Floors; Garage: Attached Garage; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None; Stories: Two
Story; Fireplaces: 1; Lotsize: 4260; Acres: 0.10;

REMARKS

Source: QUATTRO BAREISInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
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MLS #40593350
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PROPERTY DETAILS

$675,000919 ENSENADA AVE, Berkeley

Courtesy of BHG Mason McDuffie Real EstateLISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40593350 Beds: 2 Sq Ft: 1,121 Sold Date: Jan 11, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 1/0 Year Built: 1912 DOM: 43

FEATURES
Style: Brown Shingle,Bungalow,Craftsman; Cooling: None; Exterior: Wood Siding; Lot:
Regular; Yard: Back Yard; Roof: Other; Water/Sewer: Sewer System - Public,Water - Public;
Flooring: Hardwood Floors; Garage: Detached Garage; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None; Stories:
One Story; Fireplaces: 1; Lotsize: 5500; Acres: 0.13;

REMARKS
Situated right off coveted prime location Solano Ave. Big upside potential for massive ground level
basement: double living sq ft, rent out/live in top floor while building bottom flr in-law unit. Amazing
opportunity for savvy investment buyer.

Source: CONTRA COSTAInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
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$675,000919 ENSENADA AVE, Berkeley
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MLS #40593350

S

Cloud CMA

MORE LISTING PHOTOS

$675,000919 ENSENADA AVE, Berkeley

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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MLS #40615675

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$684,5001191 SUTTER ST, Berkeley

Courtesy of PACIFIC UNION INTERNATIONALLISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40615675 Beds: 2 Sq Ft: 1,444 Sold Date: Jul 9, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 2/0 Year Built: 1928 DOM: 14

FEATURES
Style: Custom,Traditional; Cooling: None; Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone; Exterior: Stucco; Lot:
Level,Regular; Yard: Back Yard,Fenced,Side Yard; Roof: Composition Shingles; Water/Sewer:
Sewer System - Public,Water - Public; Flooring: Hardwood Floors; Garage: Converted
Garage,Detached Garage,Parking Spaces; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None; Stories: Two Story;
Fireplaces: 1; Lotsize: 2701; Acres: 0.06;

REMARKS
Lovely 2 story, 2 bedroom, 2 bath home. Office room opens to garden/deck. Garage converted to loft
with space to play/store. French doors from Dining Room to garden. Hardwood floors throughout.
Near weekly Farmer's market, school, swim, track, soccer, outdoor play area and N. Berkeley Library

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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$684,5001191 SUTTER ST, Berkeley

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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MLS #40597091

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$685,0002031 DEL NORTE ST, Berkeley

Courtesy of THE GRUBB COMPANYLISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40597091 Beds: 2 Sq Ft: 1,096 Sold Date: Feb 5, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 1/0 Year Built: 1920 DOM: 22

FEATURES
Style: Normandy,Other; Cooling: None; Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone; Exterior: Stucco; Lot:
Regular,Other; Yard: Front Yard,Side Yard,Sprinklers Automatic; Roof: Slate; Water/Sewer:
Sewer System - Public; Flooring: Hardwood Flrs Throughout,Tile,Wood; Garage: Attached
Garage; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None; Stories: One Story; Fireplaces: 1; Builder: CLASSIC;
Model: GEM; Virtual Tour: Link; Lotsize: 5259; Acres: 0.12;

REMARKS
Elegant European-style with rarely seen classic architecture in North Berkeley. Romantic two-
bedroom gem on large double parcel with huge garden in coveted neighborhood. Near celebrated
restaurants and shops. Updated kitchen and bath. Step into another world and move right in!

Source: OAKLANDInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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$685,0002031 DEL NORTE ST, Berkeley

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
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MLS #40608066

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$715,000946 ARLINGTON AVE, Berkeley

Courtesy of WINDERMERE ROWLAND REALTYLISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40608066 Beds: 3 Sq Ft: 2,452 Sold Date: Apr 29, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 1/1 Year Built: 1928 DOM: 10

FEATURES
Style: Fixer-Handyman Special; Cooling: None; Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone; Exterior: Stucco;
Lot: Regular; Yard: Front Yard,Patio; Roof: Composition Shingles; Water/Sewer: Sewer System -
Public,Water - Public; Flooring: Hardwood Floors,Tile; Garage: Attached Garage; Zoning: 1001;
Pool: Other; Stories: Two Story; Fireplaces: 2; Lotsize: 3285; Acres: 0.08;

REMARKS
Grand Old Lady in Berkeley's best neighborhood needs upgrading. Large open spaces with huge
potential. Still has abundant architectural detailing with ability for modern conveniences. Steps in from
Marin Circle.

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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$715,000946 ARLINGTON AVE, Berkeley
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MLS #40603497

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$750,0001830 SAN LORENZO AVE, Berkeley

Courtesy of THORNWALL PROPERTIES INC.LISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40603497 Beds: 2 Sq Ft: 1,401 Sold Date: Mar 22, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 1/1 Year Built: 1931 DOM: 10

FEATURES
Style: Mediterranean; Cooling: None; Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone; Exterior: Stucco; Lot:
Regular; Yard: Back Yard,Fenced,Front Yard,Side Yard; Roof: Composition Shingles; Water/
Sewer: Sewer System - Public,Water - Public; Flooring: Hardwood Floors,Linoleum,Tile; Garage:
Attached Garage,Int Access From Garage,Off Street Parking; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None; Stories:
Split Level; Fireplaces: 1; Model: Mediterranean; Virtual Tour: Link; Lotsize: 5000; Acres:
0.11;

REMARKS
Charming Mediterranean style home in great 1000 Oaks location. Split level - great separation of
space. Large living room with vaulted ceiling & built-ins. Downstairs plus rm offers flexibility of use.
Just a few blocks to Solano Ave. shops & restaurants. First time on the market in over 45 years.

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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$750,0001830 SAN LORENZO AVE, Berkeley
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MLS #40605022

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$755,000565 San Luis Road, Berkeley

Courtesy of Pacific Union InternationalLISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40605022 Beds: 3 Sq Ft: 1,632 Sold Date: Apr 2, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 2/0 Year Built: 1928 DOM: 9

FEATURES
Style: Mediterranean; View: Bay; Cooling: No Air Conditioning; Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone;
Exterior: Stucco; Lot: Up Slope; Yard: Back Yard; Roof: Composition Shingles; Water/Sewer:
Sewer System - Public,Water - Public; Flooring: Hardwood Floors,Tile; Garage: Attached
Garage; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None; Stories: One Story; Fireplaces: 1; Virtual Tour: Link;
Lotsize: 5400; Acres: 0.12;

REMARKS
Charming Spanish w/authentic architectural detail located on a tree lined street in North Berkeley w/
Bay views. Generous living rm w/beamed ceiling & fireplace, light filled dining rm, updated kitchen.
Features hardwood flrs, arches, & beautiful windows. Simple rear patio w/flowering magnolia trees.

Source: CONTRA COSTAInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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MORE LISTING PHOTOS

$755,000565 San Luis Road, Berkeley

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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MLS #40605760

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$765,000778 CONTRA COSTA AVE, Berkeley

Courtesy of JEANS REALTYLISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40605760 Beds: 3 Sq Ft: 2,500 Sold Date: Apr 30, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 2/0 Year Built: 1925 DOM: 16

FEATURES
Style: Mediterranean; View: Bay,Golden Gate Bridge,Partial,San Francisco; Cooling: None;
Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone,Gas; Exterior: Stucco; Lot: Down Slope; Yard: Back Yard,Fenced;
Roof: Tar and Gravel,Tile; Water/Sewer: Sewer System - Public; Flooring: Hardwood
Floors,Tile,Wall to Wall Carpeting,Wood; Garage: Detached Garage; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None;
Stories: Two Story; Fireplaces: 2; Virtual Tour: Link; Lotsize: 6264; Acres: 0.14;

REMARKS
Fabulous Thousand Oaks location! Charming 1920's Mediterranean w/filter views! 2 Bedrms, 1bath &
Large Study upstairs. Family room & 1 bedroom & 1 bath downstairs, could be in-law with exterior/
interior access. Hardwood floors, lots of light! Luscious rear yard. Detached garage.

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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$765,000778 CONTRA COSTA AVE, Berkeley

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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$765,000778 CONTRA COSTA AVE, Berkeley

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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MLS #40601489

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$800,0001316 MILVIA ST, Berkeley

Courtesy of EAST BAY SOTHEBY'S INTL REALTYLISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40601489 Beds: 2 Sq Ft: 1,286 Sold Date: Mar 7, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 1/0 Year Built: 1920 DOM: 15

FEATURES
Style: Bungalow; Cooling: None; Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone; Exterior: Stucco; Lot: Down
Slope; Yard: Back Yard,Fenced,Front Yard,Storage; Roof: Composition Shingles; Water/Sewer:
Sewer System - Public; Flooring: Hardwood Floors,Linoleum,Wood; Garage: Off Street Parking;
Zoning: 1001; Pool: None; Stories: One Story; Fireplaces: 1; Virtual Tour: Link; Lotsize:
4725; Acres: 0.11;

REMARKS
This perfectly located 1920s cottage, on a quiet street in the heart of BerkeleyÃƒÂ¢Ã‚â‚¬Ã‚â„¢s
Gourmet Ghetto, boasts a bright and sunny enclosed porch that adds flexible living to the home. The
detached building could be your new study, art studio or workshop. Oh, the possibilities for...your life,
your home.

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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MLS #40612764

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$805,000644 VINCENTE AVE, Berkeley

Courtesy of REALTY ADVOCATESLISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40612764 Beds: 2 Sq Ft: 1,078 Sold Date: Jun 20, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 2/0 Year Built: 1926 DOM: 18

FEATURES
Style: Bungalow; View: Bay,Bay Bridge,City Lights,Golden Gate Bridge,Panoramic,San Francisco;
Cooling: None; Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone; Exterior: Stucco; Lot: Down Slope; Yard: Back
Yard,Deck(s),Fenced,Patio,Sprinklers Back,Terraced Back,Terraced Down; Roof: Composition
Shingles; Water/Sewer: Sewer System - Public,Water - Public; Flooring: Hardwood Floors;
Garage: Off Street Parking; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None; Stories: Other; Fireplaces: 1; Virtual
Tour: Link; Lotsize: 3800; Acres: 0.09;

REMARKS
Beautifully updated 1926 traditional featuring an open floor plan that takes full advantage of bay views
and outdoor living. Kitchen with concrete countertops, stainless appliances, and cork flooring.Sep lvg
& fam rms Bonus room and full bath on lower level. Beautifully landscaped rear yard & patio.

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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$805,000644 VINCENTE AVE, Berkeley

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916

http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-2.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-2.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-3.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-3.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-4.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-4.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-5.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-5.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-6.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-6.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-7.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-7.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-8.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-8.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-9.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-9.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-10.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-10.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-11.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-11.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-12.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-12.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-13.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-13.jpg
http://www.mapquest.com/?q=1625+Shattuck+Avenue+%23101%2C+Berkeley+CA+94709
mailto:serkes@berkeleyhomes.com
http://www.berkeleyhomes.com


MLS #40612764
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MORE LISTING PHOTOS

$805,000644 VINCENTE AVE, Berkeley

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916

http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-14.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-14.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-15.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-15.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-16.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-16.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-17.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-17.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-18.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-18.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-19.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-19.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-20.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-20.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-21.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-21.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-22.jpg
http://images.reinsightdata.com/maxebrdi/l/addl_picts/40612764_MAXEBRDI-22.jpg
http://www.mapquest.com/?q=1625+Shattuck+Avenue+%23101%2C+Berkeley+CA+94709
mailto:serkes@berkeleyhomes.com
http://www.berkeleyhomes.com


MLS #40607978

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$812,0001725 HOPKINS ST, Berkeley

Courtesy of MARVIN GARDENS EAST BAYLISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40607978 Beds: 2 Sq Ft: 1,146 Sold Date: May 7, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 1/0 Year Built: 1920 DOM: 13

FEATURES
Style: Craftsman; View: Park; Cooling: No Air Conditioning; Heating: Central Gravity; Exterior:
Stucco; Lot: Level,Regular,Secluded; Yard: Back Yard,Deck(s),Fenced,Front Yard,Garden/
Play,Side Yard,Storage,Tool Shed,Other; Roof: Composition Shingles; Water/Sewer: Sewer
System - Public,Water - Public; Flooring: Hardwood Flrs Throughout,Linoleum; Garage: Detached
Garage,Off Street Parking; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None; Stories: One Story; Fireplaces: 0;
Lotsize: 6240; Acres: 0.14;

REMARKS
North Berkeley Craftsman in coveted location. Enjoy shops just steps from your front door, and savor
the large creek-side garden in the rear. Gracious light filled rooms on one level. New foundation,
drainage, seismic, clear pest, hardwood floors, updated bath. WOW!

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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$812,0001725 HOPKINS ST, Berkeley

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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$812,0001725 HOPKINS ST, Berkeley

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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MLS #40611004

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$888,0001900 NAPA AVE, Berkeley

Courtesy of PACIFIC UNION INTERNATIONALLISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40611004 Beds: 3 Sq Ft: 1,948 Sold Date: May 23, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 2/0 Year Built: 1923 DOM: 14

FEATURES
Style: Traditional; Cooling: None; Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone,Gas; Exterior: Stucco; Lot:
Corner,Level; Yard: Back Yard,Deck(s),Fenced,Side Yard; Roof: Composition Shingles; Water/
Sewer: Sewer System - Public,Water - Public; Flooring: Hardwood Floors,Wall to Wall Carpeting;
Garage: Attached Garage,Int Access From Garage,Off Street Parking; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None;
Stories: One Story; Fireplaces: 1; Model: Gracious; Lotsize: 5085; Acres: 0.12;

REMARKS
Best North Berkeley area. A charming, traditional 2 bedroom home-lots of light in formal dining room
w/ built-ins & in living room.Plus 1 bedroom apt. w/ high wooded ceiling, off street parking & outdoor
space. Across from library, near pool, soccer/track, playground, shops, restaurants & BART/bus.

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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$888,0001900 NAPA AVE, Berkeley

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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MLS #40595087

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$925,0001951 Thousand Oaks Boulevard, Berkeley

Courtesy of PACIFIC UNION INTERNATIONALLISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40595087 Beds: 3 Sq Ft: 2,145 Sold Date: Jan 2, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 2/0 Year Built: 1926 DOM: 25

FEATURES
Style: Traditional; View: Downtown; Cooling: None; Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone; Exterior:
Stucco; Lot: Up Slope; Yard: Back Yard,Deck(s),Front Yard,Garden/Play,Patio,Side Yard,Terraced
Up; Roof: Tile; Water/Sewer: Sewer System - Public,Water - Public; Flooring: Hardwood
Floors,Other; Garage: None; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None; Stories: Three or More Stories;
Fireplaces: 1; Builder: Upper 1000Oaks; Model: Spacious; Virtual Tour: Link; Lotsize: 8568;
Acres: 0.20;

REMARKS
1926 traditional 3br;2ba;grand proportions big liv rm! newer granite counters & cabs; roof deck w/
scences of south thru trees to bay & city lights, bsmt storage; bonus space unfinished detached studio
sold as-is;8500+sf lot;wonderful1000 Oaks n'hd nr Solano/Kensington Shops/Restaurants

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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$925,0001951 Thousand Oaks Boulevard, Berkeley

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
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$925,0001951 Thousand Oaks Boulevard, Berkeley

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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MLS #40612768

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$966,0001873 SAN RAMON AVE, Berkeley

Courtesy of PACIFIC UNION INTERNATIONALLISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40612768 Beds: 3 Sq Ft: 1,742 Sold Date: Jun 11, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 1/1 Year Built: 1923 DOM: 16

FEATURES
Style: Traditional; View: City Lights,Partial; Cooling: None; Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone;
Exterior: Dual Pane Windows,Stucco; Lot: Up Slope; Yard: Back Yard,Fenced,Front Yard,Garden/
Play,Storage,Tool Shed; Roof: Composition Shingles; Water/Sewer: Sewer System - Public,Water
- Public; Flooring: Hardwood Floors,Linoleum,Tile; Garage: Attached Garage,Enclosed Garage,Int
Access From Garage; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None; Stories: Two Story; Fireplaces: 1; Lotsize:
5000; Acres: 0.11;

REMARKS
Handsome Traditional w/filtered views, new interior & exterior paint, refinished hardwood floors, some
dual pane windows & some seismic upgrades, lovely backyard. Ideal Thousand Oaks neighborhood.

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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$966,0001873 SAN RAMON AVE, Berkeley

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
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$966,0001873 SAN RAMON AVE, Berkeley

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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MLS #40616178

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$1,010,0001154 JOSEPHINE ST, Berkeley

Courtesy of MARVIN GARDENS REAL ESTATE IIILISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40616178 Beds: 3 Sq Ft: 1,468 Sold Date: Jun 14, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 2/0 Year Built: 1919 DOM: 16

FEATURES
Style: Bungalow; View: Other; Cooling: None; Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone; Exterior: Dual Pane
Windows,Stucco; Lot: Level,Premium Lot; Yard: Back Yard,Fenced,Front Yard,Garden/
Play,Patio; Roof: Composition Shingles; Water/Sewer: Sewer System - Public,Water - Public;
Flooring: Hardwood Floors,Linoleum,Wall to Wall Carpeting; Garage: Attached Garage,Off Street
Parking,Parking Spaces; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None; Stories: Two Story; Fireplaces: 1;
Lotsize: 7605; Acres: 0.17;

REMARKS
Ideal home plus detached studio/cottage with huge level yard. Hardwood floors in living room and
formal separate dining room. Extra family and plus room in lower level. Located near parks,
transportation, gourmet food, and entertainment.

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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$1,010,0001154 JOSEPHINE ST, Berkeley
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MLS #40599700

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$1,052,000915 FRESNO AVE, Berkeley

Courtesy of REALTY ADVOCATESLISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40599700 Beds: 3 Sq Ft: 1,719 Sold Date: Feb 26, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 1/0 Year Built: 1918 DOM: 17

FEATURES
Style: Bungalow,Craftsman; Cooling: None; Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone; Exterior: Stucco,Wood
Shingles; Lot: Regular; Yard: Back Yard,Fenced,Garden/Play,Sprinklers Automatic; Roof: Other;
Water/Sewer: Sewer System - Public,Water - Public; Flooring: Wood; Garage: Detached
Garage,Off Street Parking,Tandem Parking; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None; Stories: Split Level;
Fireplaces: 1; Model: Craftsman; Virtual Tour: Link; Lotsize: 4640; Acres: 0.11;

REMARKS
Classic Craftsman bungalow meets elegant and functional remodel. High ceilings, unpainted
woodwork, built-ins, pockets doors. large rooms, etc. Stunning open kitchen and bath remodels. All
work done with permits. Det garage converted to home office. Just a few strolls away from upper
Solano Ave

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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MLS #40601358

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$1,060,000540 Colusa, Berkeley

Courtesy of RE/MAX ACCORDLISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40601358 Beds: 3 Sq Ft: 1,750 Sold Date: Mar 8, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 3/0 Year Built: 1928 DOM: 15

FEATURES
Style: Mediterranean; Cooling: No Air Conditioning; Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone,Forced Air 2 Zns
or More,Gas,Radiant; Exterior: Stucco; Lot: Down Slope; Yard: Back Yard,Deck(s),Fenced;
Roof: Composition Shingles,Tar and Gravel; Water/Sewer: Sewer System - Public,Water - Public;
Flooring: Concrete Slab,Hardwood Floors,Hardwood Flrs Throughout; Garage: Attached Garage;
Pool: None; Stories: Two Story; Fireplaces: 1; Builder: RZ Const.; Model: Med/modern;
Lotsize: 3720; Acres: 0.09;

REMARKS
State of the art remodel and expanded home near Solano Ave. Second level added.see details at:
www.540Colusa.com. Open: 2/3 12-3 pm for Super Bowl.

Source: CONTRA COSTAInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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MORE LISTING PHOTOS

$1,060,000540 Colusa, Berkeley

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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MLS #40605310

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$1,120,0001815 SONOMA AVE, Berkeley

Courtesy of COLDWELL BANKER REAL ESTATELISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40605310 Beds: 3 Sq Ft: 1,479 Sold Date: Apr 10, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 2/0 Year Built: 1920 DOM: 13

FEATURES
Style: Bungalow; Cooling: None; Heating: Radiant; Exterior: Stucco,Wood Shingles; Lot: Up
Slope; Yard: Back Yard,Deck(s),Fenced,Patio,Sprinklers Automatic; Roof: Composition Shingles;
Water/Sewer: Sewer System - Public,Water - Public; Flooring: Hardwood Floors,Tile; Garage:
Detached Garage; Zoning: 1001; Pool: Hot Tub; Stories: One Story; Fireplaces: 1; Builder:
Well Built; Model: Bungalow; Lotsize: 6110; Acres: 0.14;

REMARKS
Beautifully designed garden combines perfectly w 1920's charm and elegance. House sits above tree
lined street -fabulous location just 3 blocks to Solano , 1.1 m to BART. Eat in kitchen. Sunny frt deck,
lrg back deck brings nature and light into living spaces. Fruit trees- lemon,apple ,pear. Best!

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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$1,120,0001815 SONOMA AVE, Berkeley
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MLS #40611230

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$1,250,000511 SANTA BARBARA RD, Berkeley

Courtesy of THE GRUBB CO. INC.LISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40611230 Beds: 4 Sq Ft: 2,969 Sold Date: Jun 5, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 4/0 Year Built: 1924 DOM: 12

FEATURES
Style: Mediterranean; View: City Lights,Partial,Water; Cooling: No Air Conditioning; Heating:
Forced Air 1 Zone; Exterior: Dual Pane Windows,Stone,Stucco; Lot: Up Slope; Yard: Back
Yard,Fenced,Front Yard,Garden/Play,Patio,Patio Covered,Side Yard,Sprinklers Automatic,Sprinklers
Back,Sprinklers Front,Sprinklers Side; Roof: Other; Water/Sewer: Sewer System - Private,Water -
Public; Flooring: Hardwood Floors,Tile; Garage: Attached Garage,Space Per Unit - 1; Zoning:
1001; Pool: None; Stories: Two Story; Fireplaces: 1; Virtual Tour: Link; Lotsize: 5900;
Acres: 0.14;

REMARKS
This inviting contemporary home has been extensively remodeled; 4BR/4BA, sunny, light & spacious
with a chef's kitchen & family room that opens to lovely garden, a media room, an expansive terrace
with San Francisco scenery directly accessible from master retreat!

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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MLS #40617878

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$1,325,00022 SAN MATEO RD, Berkeley

Courtesy of MARVIN GARDENS REAL ESTATE IIILISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40617878 Beds: 4 Sq Ft: 2,255 Sold Date: Jun 28, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 3/0 Year Built: 1914 DOM: 14

FEATURES
Style: Traditional; View: Bay,Golden Gate Bridge,Wooded; Cooling: Central 1 Zone A/C;
Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone,Gas; Exterior: Stucco; Lot: Cul-De-Sac,Secluded; Yard: Back
Yard,Deck(s),Fenced,Garden/Play,Patio,Sprinklers Automatic,Sprinklers Back,Sprinklers
Front,Sprinklers Side,Tool Shed; Roof: Rolled Composition; Water/Sewer: Sewer System -
Public,Water - Public; Flooring: Hardwood Flrs Throughout; Garage: Attached Garage,Int Access
From Garage; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None; Stories: Three or More Stories; Fireplaces: 1;
Builder: Craftsman; Lotsize: 4416; Acres: 0.10;

REMARKS
On one of Berkeley's most coveted streets, just blocks to Solano Ave shops & Gourmet Ghetto.
Original architectural details with a light modern feel; tranquil garden setting, seamless indoor/outdoor
flow. Use as 3 or 4 bedroom, teen room or au-pair with separate entrance.

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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$1,325,00022 SAN MATEO RD, Berkeley

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
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MLS #40607507

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$1,400,0001842 Thousand Oaks Blvd, Berkeley

Courtesy of Homeworks Real Estate. Inc.LISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40607507 Beds: 4 Sq Ft: 2,000 Sold Date: May 4, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 2/0 Year Built: 1920 DOM: 16

FEATURES
Style: English; View: San Francisco; Cooling: None; Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone; Exterior:
Stucco; Lot: Level,Regular; Yard: Back Yard,Deck(s),Front Yard,Garden/Play; Roof: Composition
Shingles; Water/Sewer: Sewer System - Public,Water - Public; Flooring: Hardwood Floors,Tile;
Garage: Attached Garage; Pool: None; Stories: Two Story; Fireplaces: 1; Virtual Tour: Link;
Lotsize: 4500; Acres: 0.10;

REMARKS
RARE OPPORTUNITY IN COVETED THOUSAND OAKS BERKELEY NEIGHBORHOOD THIS
HOME OFFERS A BLEND OF CHARMING ARCHITECTURAL DETAIL AND MODERN
CONVENIENCE, NEWLY UPGRADED THROUGHOUT IN AND OUT.

Source: MLSListingsInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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$1,400,0001842 Thousand Oaks Blvd, Berkeley
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MLS #40604179

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$1,480,0001075 MARIPOSA AVE, Berkeley

Courtesy of RED OAK REALTYLISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40604179 Beds: 3 Sq Ft: 2,580 Sold Date: Apr 4, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 2/1 Year Built: 1911 DOM: 13

FEATURES
Style: Brown Shingle,Craftsman; View: Other; Cooling: Ceiling Fan(s),None; Exterior: Wood
Shingles; Lot: Regular; Yard: Back Yard,Deck(s),Front Yard,Garden/Play,Sprinklers
Back,Sprinklers Front; Roof: Tile; Water/Sewer: Sewer System - Public,Water - Public; Flooring:
Hardwood Flrs Throughout,Tile,Wood; Garage: Detached Garage,Off Street Parking,Side Yard
Access,Tandem Parking; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None; Stories: Two Story; Fireplaces: 2;
Builder: John Weizel; Model: Craftsman; Lotsize: 8250; Acres: 0.19;

REMARKS
Quintessential, award winning craftsman with period details, 2 FPLs & hardwood floors, kitchen with
custom cabinetry, Carrara marble, 1/2 BA & French doors to deck & park-like garden. 2nd floor
master with newer bath, bonus room, 2 add'l BRs & sun porch. Close to Solano, Shattuck &
Northbrae shops.

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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$1,480,0001075 MARIPOSA AVE, Berkeley
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MLS #40604360

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$1,500,0001884 THOUSAND OAKS BLVD, Berkeley

Courtesy of THE GRUBB CO. INC.LISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40604360 Beds: 4 Sq Ft: 2,515 Sold Date: Mar 20, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 2/1 Year Built: 1935 DOM: 11

FEATURES
Style: Cape Cod; View: Bay,Bay Bridge,City Lights,Downtown,Golden Gate Bridge; Cooling: No
Air Conditioning; Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone,Gas; Exterior: Wood Siding; Lot: Down
Slope,Level,Regular; Yard: Back Yard,Fenced,Front Yard,Garden/Play,Patio; Roof: Composition
Shingles,Tar and Gravel; Water/Sewer: Sewer System - Public,Water - Public; Flooring:
Hardwood Floors,Tile,Vinyl,Wall to Wall Carpeting; Garage: Attached Garage,Int Access From
Garage,Off Street Parking,Side Yard Access,Workshop in Garage; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None;
Stories: Two Story; Fireplaces: 1; Builder: CAPTIVATING;

REMARKS
Captivating 4BR/2.5BA Cape Cod with study and sun room, original architectural details, peek of the
Bay, two double garages, level yards/gardens- near Solano Avenue, U.C. and Gourmet Ghetto.

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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$1,500,0001884 THOUSAND OAKS BLVD, Berkeley
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MLS #40602895

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$1,540,0002119 MARIN AVE, Berkeley

Courtesy of THE GRUBB CO. INC.LISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40602895 Beds: 4 Sq Ft: 2,502 Sold Date: Mar 11, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 2/1 Year Built: 1910 DOM: 18

FEATURES
Style: Craftsman; View: Bay,Bay Bridge,Golden Gate Bridge,Panoramic,San Francisco; Cooling:
No Air Conditioning; Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone,Gas; Exterior: Wood Shingles,Wood Siding; Lot:
Irregular; Yard: Back Yard,Fenced,Front Yard,Garden/Play,Patio,Side Yard; Roof: Composition
Shingles; Water/Sewer: Sewer System - Public; Flooring: Hardwood Floors,Linoleum,Tile;
Garage: Detached Garage,Off Street Parking; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None; Stories: Two Story;
Fireplaces: 1; Builder: W. RATCLIFF; Model: STATELY; Lotsize: 10417; Acres: 0.24;

REMARKS
Extraordinary 4BR/2.5BA Walter Ratcliff Craftsman, with stunning panoramic Bay and Golden Gate
views, all redwood library, original architectural details and extensive gardens. Moments to Solano
Avenue and Gourmet Ghetto.

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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MLS #40602051

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$1,550,000597 SANTA CLARA AVE, Berkeley

Courtesy of THE GRUBB COMPANYLISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40602051 Beds: 5 Sq Ft: 4,844 Sold Date: Apr 5, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 4/1 Year Built: 1915 DOM: 18

FEATURES
Style: Traditional; View: Bay; Cooling: None; Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone,Gas; Exterior:
Brick,Stone,Stucco; Lot: Irregular,Up Slope; Yard: Back Yard,Front Yard,Side Yard; Roof:
Composition Shingles,Rolled Composition; Water/Sewer: Sewer System - Public,Water - Public;
Flooring: Hardwood Floors,Vinyl,Wall to Wall Carpeting; Garage: Attached Garage,Tandem
Parking,Workshop in Garage; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None; Stories: Two Story; Fireplaces: 2;
Builder: H. CHIVERS; Virtual Tour: Link; Lotsize: 17265; Acres: 0.40;

REMARKS
Grand Thousand Oaks mansion, designed by Herbert Chivers, on triple lot. Large scale rooms! Has
been in the same family since 1955! Long history is detailed in brochure. Featured in BAHA's "41
Berkeley Walking Tours".

Source: OAKLANDInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916
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MLS #40616339

S

Cloud CMA

PROPERTY DETAILS

$1,640,860868 CONTRA COSTA AVE, Berkeley

Courtesy of THE GRUBB CO. INC.LISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40616339 Beds: 5 Sq Ft: 2,938 Sold Date: Jul 16, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 2/1 Year Built: 1917 DOM: 13

FEATURES
Style: Craftsman; View: Bay,Bay Bridge,Golden Gate Bridge,San Francisco; Cooling: None;
Heating: Forced Air 1 Zone; Exterior: Stucco; Lot: Down Slope,Regular; Yard: Back
Yard,Deck(s),Front Yard,Garden/Play,Patio,Sprinklers Back,Sprinklers Front,Other; Roof:
Composition Shingles; Water/Sewer: Sewer System - Public,Water - Public; Flooring: Hardwood
Floors,Wall to Wall Carpeting; Garage: Off Street Parking,Other; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None;
Stories: Three or More Stories; Fireplaces: 1; Lotsize: 4500; Acres: 0.10;

REMARKS
A home of surprises! Light, bright and beautifully updated. Bay views and abundance of versatile
spaces. Detached structure with rooftop deck/garden. Family/rumpus room. A most wonderful
craftsman on a highly desirable street in convenient Thousand Oaks. Delightful!

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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$1,640,860868 CONTRA COSTA AVE, Berkeley
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$1,640,860868 CONTRA COSTA AVE, Berkeley
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PROPERTY DETAILS

$1,650,0001982 YOSEMITE RD, Berkeley

Courtesy of NORTHBRAE PROPERTIESLISTING INFORMATION
MLS#: 40607586 Beds: 3 Sq Ft: 3,182 Sold Date: May 24, 2013
Status: Sold Baths: 4/0 Year Built: 1924 DOM: 35

FEATURES
Style: Traditional; View: Bay,Bay Bridge,City Lights,Downtown,Golden Gate
Bridge,Hills,Panoramic,Water; Cooling: None; Heating: Forced Air 2 Zns or More; Exterior:
Stucco; Lot: Down Slope,Premium Lot; Yard: Back Yard,Deck(s),Fenced,Front Yard,Patio,Patio
Covered,Sprinklers Automatic,Sprinklers Back,Sprinklers Front,Sprinklers Side,Storage,Tool Shed;
Roof: Composition Shingles,Other; Water/Sewer: Sewer System - Public,Sump Pump,Water -
Public; Flooring: Hardwood Floors,Tile,Wall to Wall Carpeting; Garage: Attached Garage,Garage
Parking,Int Access From Garage; Zoning: 1001; Pool: None;

REMARKS
Stunning, unobstructed views greet you when you enter this elegant Thousand Oaks home. Tastefully
redone and spacious, with bedroom & baths on main level. Gourmet kitchen, double car garage and
all this with a walk score of 80!

Source: BERKELEYInformation is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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$1,650,0001982 YOSEMITE RD, Berkeley
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ANALYSIS
Cloud CMA

COMPARABLE PROPERTY STATISTICS

Sold Listings

Number of listings 28

Lowest price $470,000

Average price $1,033,513

Highest price $1,650,000

Avg price per sqft $541

Avg DOM 16

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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ANALYSIS
Cloud CMA

ONLINE VALUATION ANALYSIS

Sold Listings

Address Sold Date Sold Price Zestimate Difference
1628 HOPKINS ST Jun 27, 2013 $470,000 $484,686 3.12%
910 CONTRA COSTA AVE May 31, 2013 $665,000 $1,102,681 65.82%
919 ENSENADA AVE Jan 11, 2013 $675,000 $725,873 7.54%
1191 SUTTER ST Jul 9, 2013 $684,500 $677,896 -0.96%
2031 DEL NORTE ST Feb 5, 2013 $685,000 $643,669 -6.03%
946 ARLINGTON AVE Apr 29, 2013 $715,000 $654,036 -8.53%
1830 SAN LORENZO AVE Mar 22, 2013 $750,000 $760,340 1.38%
565 San Luis Road Apr 2, 2013 $755,000 $804,866 6.60%
778 CONTRA COSTA AVE Apr 30, 2013 $765,000 $757,169 -1.02%
1316 MILVIA ST Mar 7, 2013 $800,000 $662,880 -17.14%
644 VINCENTE AVE Jun 20, 2013 $805,000 $701,882 -12.81%
1725 HOPKINS ST May 7, 2013 $812,000 $733,611 -9.65%
1900 NAPA AVE May 23, 2013 $888,000 $857,807 -3.40%
1951 Thousand Oaks Boulevard Jan 2, 2013 $925,000 $979,076 5.85%
1873 SAN RAMON AVE Jun 11, 2013 $966,000 $814,108 -15.72%
1154 JOSEPHINE ST Jun 14, 2013 $1,010,000 $843,369 -16.50%
915 FRESNO AVE Feb 26, 2013 $1,052,000 $981,739 -6.68%
540 Colusa Mar 8, 2013 $1,060,000 $906,656 -14.47%
1815 SONOMA AVE Apr 10, 2013 $1,120,000 $897,098 -19.90%
511 SANTA BARBARA RD Jun 5, 2013 $1,250,000 $1,317,891 5.43%
22 SAN MATEO RD Jun 28, 2013 $1,325,000 $1,014,135 -23.46%
1842 Thousand Oaks Blvd May 4, 2013 $1,400,000 $1,158,955 -17.22%
1075 MARIPOSA AVE Apr 4, 2013 $1,480,000 $1,332,476 -9.97%
1884 THOUSAND OAKS BLVD Mar 20, 2013 $1,500,000 $1,380,056 -8.00%
2119 MARIN AVE Mar 11, 2013 $1,540,000 $1,220,553 -20.74%
597 SANTA CLARA AVE Apr 5, 2013 $1,550,000 $1,908,553 23.13%
868 CONTRA COSTA AVE Jul 16, 2013 $1,640,860 $1,167,034 -28.88%
1982 YOSEMITE RD May 24, 2013 $1,650,000 $1,460,931 -11.46%

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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Sold Averages $1,033,513 $962,500 -4.77%
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ANALYSIS
Cloud CMA

SOLD PROPERTY ANALYSIS

Address List Price Sold Price Difference DOM $ per Sqft
1628 HOPKINS ST $470,000 $470,000 0.00% 32 $506
910 CONTRA COSTA AVE $510,000 $665,000 30.39% 1 $272
919 ENSENADA AVE $675,000 $675,000 0.00% 43 $602
1191 SUTTER ST $619,000 $684,500 10.58% 14 $474
2031 DEL NORTE ST $649,000 $685,000 5.55% 22 $625
946 ARLINGTON AVE $589,000 $715,000 21.39% 10 $292
1830 SAN LORENZO AVE $685,000 $750,000 9.49% 10 $535
565 San Luis Road $749,000 $755,000 0.80% 9 $463
778 CONTRA COSTA AVE $685,000 $765,000 11.68% 16 $306
1316 MILVIA ST $674,900 $800,000 18.54% 15 $622
644 VINCENTE AVE $749,000 $805,000 7.48% 18 $747
1725 HOPKINS ST $624,000 $812,000 30.13% 13 $709

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/
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1900 NAPA AVE $750,000 $888,000 18.40% 14 $456
1951 Thousand Oaks Boulevard $1,000,000 $925,000 -7.50% 25 $431
1873 SAN RAMON AVE $699,000 $966,000 38.20% 16 $555
1154 JOSEPHINE ST $849,000 $1,010,000 18.96% 16 $688
915 FRESNO AVE $849,000 $1,052,000 23.91% 17 $612
540 Colusa $895,000 $1,060,000 18.44% 15 $606
1815 SONOMA AVE $895,000 $1,120,000 25.14% 13 $757
511 SANTA BARBARA RD $1,200,000 $1,250,000 4.17% 12 $421
22 SAN MATEO RD $1,098,000 $1,325,000 20.67% 14 $588
1842 Thousand Oaks Blvd $1,195,000 $1,400,000 17.15% 16 $700
1075 MARIPOSA AVE $1,295,000 $1,480,000 14.29% 13 $574
1884 THOUSAND OAKS BLVD $1,095,000 $1,500,000 36.99% 11 $596
2119 MARIN AVE $1,195,000 $1,540,000 28.87% 18 $616
597 SANTA CLARA AVE $1,295,000 $1,550,000 19.69% 18 $320
868 CONTRA COSTA AVE $1,275,000 $1,640,860 28.69% 13 $558
1982 YOSEMITE RD $1,295,000 $1,650,000 27.41% 35 $519

Sold Averages $877,104 $1,033,513 17.83% 16 $541
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COMMISSION DISTRIBUTION

Real Estate Agents
Nearly nine out of 10 real estate agents work on commission, and are paid only when the transaction
closes. Except for the legal profession, real estate agents are the only fiduciaries and agents who work
this way.

To simplify how commissions are routed, the real estate industry customarily allows all sales
commissions to be paid out of the seller’s proceeds, according to the terms of the listing agreement. The
five, six or seven percent commission that is negotiated is given to the listing agent, or listing broker.

Brokers
According to licensing law, only licensed brokers can serve as fiduciaries. They have “agents” or licensed
salespeople who work for them, but they have the legal responsibilities of operating the brokerage. The
salesperson license allows salespeople to serve as agents of the broker. They can negotiate contracts,
but the seller is actually negotiating with the broker, by proxy. It’s the broker’s company name and
signature on the listing contract.

Distribution
Once the home is listed in the Multiple Listing Service (MLS), the listing broker discloses the terms of the
commissions to other competing brokers, so they will bring their buyers to the listing. When the buyer’s
broker presents a contract to the seller, it will include a provision to collect their share of the sales
commission, as offered by the listing agent in the MLS.

That means a commission can be split as many as four ways:

• Listing broker or agent
• Listing salesperson
• Buyer’s broker or agent
• Buyer’s salesperson

At closing, the listing agent is paid by the escrow agent out of the seller’s proceeds, or a day or two later
when the buyer’s loan is funded by the lender. The listing agent, in turn, pays the buyer’s agent his or her
share of the sales commission.

All commissions are negotiable, but sellers should keep in mind that commissions are incentives.
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WHY YOU NEED A REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

If you’re planning to sell your home, it’s probably crossed your mind to try to sell it yourself and save the
sales commission. But, there are some very good reasons why that would be a mistake.

According to housing industry experts at HomeGain.com and Realtor.org, more homes listed by real
estate agents are sold than homes marketed by owners, and they sell more quickly and for more money.

Homes listed by real estate professionals get more exposure and their sellers get more support. Real
estate professionals offer many advantages:

• They’re trained and licensed professionals.
• They have experience in your neighborhood and your market.
• They have oversight from brokers and state licensing officials.
• Their job is to advise you the best way to reach your goals.
• Their continuing education keeps them up-to-date on housing issues.
• They know how to present your home and deal with buyers.
• They know how and where to market properties.
• They know how to overcome typical snags that occur in all real estate transactions and closings.
• They understand state-required disclosures and look out for your best interests.
• They understand personal safety and security for your belongings during showings.
• They know the best resources to make transactions go more smoothly, from bankers to home-

stagers to contractors.
• They have the most accurate data sources – the MLS, the only data repository that has the most up-

to-date listing and sales information.
• They know how to negotiate.
• Their job is making real estate transactions successful.

When you market your own home, you have to make the time to do all the jobs a real estate professional
would do, and you’ll be competing against other sellers who have real estate professionals by their sides.

If you can’t leave work to show your home, or you feel it requires more knowledge and experience than
you have, you can’t go wrong by hiring a well-respected real estate professional.
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INTELLIGENT PRICING AND TIMING

Pricing a home for sale is as much art as science, but there are a few truisms that never change.

• Fair market value attracts buyers, overpricing never does.
• The first two weeks of marketing are crucial.
• The market never lies, but it can change its mind.

Fair market value is what a willing buyer and a willing seller agree by contract is a fair price for the home.
Values can be impacted by a wide range of reasons but the two largest are location and condition.
Generally, fair market value can be determined by comparables - other similar homes that have sold or
are currently for sale in the same area.

Sellers often view their homes as special which tempts them to put a higher price on the home, believing
they can always come down later, but that’s a serious mistake.

Overpricing prevents the very buyers who are eligible to buy the home from ever seeing it. Most buyers
shop by price range, and look for the best value in that range.
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INTELLIGENT PRICING AND TIMING

Your best chance of selling your home is in the first two weeks of marketing. Your home is fresh and
exciting to buyers and to their agents.

With a sign in the yard, a description in the local Multiple Listing Service, distribution across the Internet,
open houses, broker’s caravan, ads, and email blasts to your listing agent’s buyers, your home will get
the greatest flurry of attention and interest in the first two weeks.

If you don’t get many showings or offers, you’ve probably overpriced your home, and it’s not comparing
well to the competition. Since you can’t change the location, you’ll have to improve the home’s condition
or lower the price.

Consult with your agent and ask for feedback. Perhaps you can do a little more to spruce up your home’s
curb appeal, or perhaps stage the interior to better advantage.

The market can always change its mind and give your home another chance, but by then you’ve lost
precious time and perhaps allowed a stigma to cloud your home’s value.

Intelligent pricing isn’t about getting the most for your home – it’s about getting your home sold quickly at
fair market value.
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CURB APPEAL, A FIRST IMPRESSION THAT LASTS

First Impressions
Most buyers form their first impression of your home before they even get out of their cars. This is “curb
appeal,” or the view from the curb that tells the buyer how attractive and well-maintained your home is
compared to other homes. In a competitive market, it takes more than trimming the hedges and planting
a few flowers to create curb appeal.

The exterior of your home must be in pristine condition – freshly painted, cleared of clutter, with no
visible repairs needed. A broken step, overgrown bush, or abandoned toys in the yard can spoil the
appearance and your buyer’s first impression.

Curb Appeal
Curb appeal is important because it sets the tone for what the buyer is going to see inside. If the buyer
likes the exterior, he or she will be predisposed to also like the interior and you’re that much closer to
selling your home. To see what needs to be done to sell your home faster and for a higher price, go
outside, stand on the curb and try to look at your home the way the buyer will.

Walkways/driveways - Make sure walkways are clear of snow, weeds, or debris. Repair or replace
cracked steps or pavers. Driveways should also be clear of vehicles, toys and debris. Park cars in the
garage.

Landscaping - Keep your lawn mowed, edged and watered. Prune dead branches and plants. Weed
flower beds and replace leggy, thin landscaping with fresh plants and flowers.

Exterior - Replace loose or damaged roof shingles, clean the gutters, and paint and caulk window trim
and doors. Repaint the front door an eye-catching color that complements the rest of the exterior.
Replace broken windows.

Entry - Power wash siding, brick, windows, and porches. Paint or replace furniture such as rocking
chairs or porch swings. Replace mailboxes, light fixtures, door knobs or any other fixture that looks less
than fresh. Put out a welcoming new floormat.

Some parts of your home may require more work than others, but it’s well worth it to get buyers eager to
see what’s inside.
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SHOWINGS AND OPEN HOUSE CHECKLIST

Once your home goes on the market, real estate agents may call to show your home anytime, day or
evening. Keeping your home "showtime" ready can be challenging, especially if you have children and
pets.

Showings & Open House checklist
• Eliminate clutter: Not only is clutter unattractive, it’s time-consuming to sort through and expensive

for you to move. If you have a lot of stuff, collections, and family mementoes, you would be better off
renting a small storage unit for a few months.

• Keep, donate, throw away: Go through your belongings and put them into one of these three
baskets. You’ll receive more in tax benefits for your donations than pennies on the dollar at a garage
sale. It’s faster, more efficient and you’ll help more people.

• Remove temptations: Take valuable jewelry and collectibles to a safety deposit box, a safe, or
store them in a secure location.

• Remove breakables: Figurines, china, crystal and other breakables should be packed and put
away in the garage or storage.

• Be hospitable: You want your home to look like a home. Stage it to show the possibilities, perhaps
set the table, or put a throw on the chair by the fireplace with a bookmarked book on the table.

• Have a family plan of action: Sometimes showings aren’t convenient. You can always refuse a
showing, but do you really want to? If you have a showing with little notice, get the family engaged.
Everyone has a basket and picks up glasses, plates, newspapers, or anything left lying about.

• Get in the habit: Wash dishes immediately after meals. Clean off countertops. Make beds in the
morning. Keep pet toys and beds washed and smelling fresh.

• Clean out the garage and attic: Buyers want to see what kind of storage there is.

The Essential Five-minute Clean-up for Showings
Everyone gets their baskets and cleans up clutter. Check for hazards, like toys left on the floor. Make
sure all toys, including bicycles, are put away.

• Put pets in daycare, sleep cages or take them with you: In the listing instructions, there should
be a warning if there is a big dog on premises. Buyers with allergies also may appreciate knowing in
advance if you have pets.

• Turn on lights: Open the drapes, turn on lights so buyers can really see.
• Give the buyer privacy: The buyer can not come to your home without being accompanied by an

agent. The buyer can assess your home more honestly without your presence.
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MOVING CHECKLIST

Moving to a new home can be an exciting journey. Whether you’re changing cities or neighborhoods, a
move is not only a change in scenery, it’s the start of a new chapter in life. Yet, moving can also be very
stressful, often seeming like one thing after another has to be done. By finding the right moving service
and having a good, though flexible, moving plan, most of the common moving headaches can be easily
avoided.

Start planning your move
Finding the best mover for your particular needs and at the right price involves a simple evaluation of
your needs. Like many service-oriented industries, the moving companies of today have expanded to
offer a wide range of services in order to be competitive. From planning your move, to storing your
things, to packing and unpacking, to decorating and organizing your belongings in your new home, you
can choose the extent of services you require and have them tailored to suit your moving budget.

Deciding what to pack isn’t as simple as it sounds, particularly if you’re downsizing, but the amount of
goods as well as the type of goods you’re moving can make a big difference in which mover you choose
and how much you’ll spend.

A good rule of thumb is to group items into no more than three categories - Keep, Donate, Throw Away.
Label your things according to the rooms where they’ll be moved – bedroom #2, first floor powder bath
by stairs, etc. Provide your movers with copies of the floorplan of your new home, so they can move
more efficiently without having to stop and ask you where things go. Lastly, remember that the movers,
though they are professionals, will get tired. On the Chicago-based Bernard Movers website, the movers
advise keeping boxes under 50 pounds whenever possible. They also strongly recommend putting
heavier items in smaller boxes to reduce bulkiness, and lighter items in larger boxes with proper labeling
like "topload."

Get referrals
According to Mayflower.com, one of the nation’s most recognized movers, finding a good moving service
begins with asking someone you know - a family member, coworker or a friend about their moving
experiences, good or bad. Who do you know who works with people who frequently move? Your real
estate professional can also be an excellent source of information. And if you’re being transferred, ask
your relocation agent which moving companies their company recommends. Other employees of your
company who have preceded your relocation may also be able to suggest a reputable mover.

Large industry organizations such as American Moving and Storage Association have associate
members listed on their Web sites. These associate moving company members must agree to abide by
the terms of the organization's published tariffs and to participate in the Arbitration Program sponsored
by the organization, which may be positive for consumers. Although the AMSA doesn't recommend
movers, a list of members is posted on the site, along with helpful hints. The AMSA does suggest getting
several estimates in order to compare cost and range of services.

Consumer organizations such as the Better Business Bureau can give you additional insights. If the
company is registered through BBB, then you can find all relevant information from their corporate

Ira + Carol Serkes | Pacific Union/Christie's International | 1625 Shattuck Avenue #101, Berkeley CA 94709 |
Mobile: 510-684-3334 | serkes@berkeleyhomes.com | http://www.berkeleyhomes.com | BRE number: 00936453/

01143916

http://www.mapquest.com/?q=1625+Shattuck+Avenue+%23101%2C+Berkeley+CA+94709
mailto:serkes@berkeleyhomes.com
http://www.berkeleyhomes.com


address, BBB rating, if there are any complaints against the company, the names of any and all
management, and any specific licensing that your state may require. Of course one of the many places
to start looking for your mover is the Internet. Online you can find and compare many moving companies’
services on their websites.

Comparing movers
When you compare price and service estimates from several moving companies, you will find that
estimates are based on the weight of your household items, the distance they will be moved, and the
amount of packing and other services you will require. Be sure to show the estimator every single item
that will be moved. Find out if your mover accepts credit cards, third-party payments from your company,
or whether the mover operates by cash only. Negotiations with your mover should include a clear
understanding of rates and charges that will apply, the mover's liability for your belongings, pick-up and
delivery schedules, and claims protection. For example, if you decide to pack some of your own things,
your mover will not be liable. If your estimate is binding, it will not cover non-itemized items. Non-binding
estimates are not guaranteed rates, and only cover the weight of your shipment, and the cost of the
moving services. An estimate still has to be performed before a mover will provide you with a binding
contract.

If you are moving interstate, you should read and understand all of the information you will receive. In
addition to brochures explaining their various services, moving companies should give you a copy of a
consumer booklet entitled "Your Rights and Responsibilities When You Move" and information regarding
the mover's participation in a Dispute Settlement Program. Distribution of the consumer booklet and the
requirement that movers must offer shippers neutral arbitration as a means of settling disputes that may
arise concerning loss or damage on household goods shipments are requirements of the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA).

Be prepared
Even in the most well-planned moves, something can happen. Insurance is crucial. Check with your
homeowner’s insurance carrier about coverage for your belongings while moving. Your mover will
provide either released value insurance (about $0.60 per pound of goods lost or damaged, according to
NAVL.com) or full replacement value, which you must sign for on your bill of lading. If you are not sure
how to estimate the value of your belongings for insurance purposes, your insurance carrier may provide
suggestions, such as $10,000 per room or half the value of the new home. Items of special value such as
heirlooms, paintings, or collectibles can be insured under separate riders. In the event of damage to an
item, file a claim immediately. Be sure to save the packing materials to show to the adjuster, should there
be any problems.
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